GLENDALE COUNCIL










      
  ALL CHILDREN ARE OUR CHILDREN

SAMPLE LETTER

To: (State Assemblymember, State Senator or Governor)

As a parent of a child in X grade, I was both outraged and saddened to learn about the Governor’s proposal to cut funding to our schools. Year after year, we are being forced to fight to ensure our children receive the quality education they need and deserve. 

While there are extraordinary challenges in balancing the state’s budget, along with PTA, I strongly oppose the Governor’s 2008-2009 budget proposal and his plan to suspend Proposition 98.  Our students and schools did not create this budget problem and our children must not pay the price.
At my school, these cuts could mean (EXAMPLES – ASK YOUR PRINCIPAL FOR SPECIFIC ONES IF YOU NEED  HELP)


increasing our already large class sizes by 3 to 5 more students per class.


Doing away with class size reduction in our kindergarten, first grade, etc


Cutting advanced classes in history and math

Voters passed Proposition 98 almost 20 years ago to ensure our students and schools receive minimum funding and they strongly reaffirmed their support for the minimum funding law in 2005.  PTA believes that legislators must recognize that Californians are committed to at least this level of school funding.

PTA believes that a state budget proposal that looks at cuts alone is not a real solution because it doesn’t address California’s underlying problem of inadequate and unstable revenue resources.  We cannot talk about spending cuts without also talking about increasing revenues.  PTA believes that across the board cuts that do not recognize children’s health and well being as a priority are unacceptable.

The Governor and the Legislature must meet their responsibility to California’s children, on whose success the future of California rests.

Sincerely,

(Name)        Insert 

(Address)     Insert
(City)           Insert
Signature:_____________________________                        Date:_________________
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  ALL CHILDREN ARE OUR CHILDREN

SAMPLE LETTER #2

To: (State Assemblymember, State Senator or Governor)

I’m a (PARENT) of a student at (SCHOOL NAME) in (CITY NAME), and I’m very concerned about how the Governor’s proposed $4.8 billion education funding cuts will impact our local schools. 

These cuts are equivalent to $24,000 less for every classroom, or increasing class sizes by more than a third.  

I know first-hand how important smaller class sizes are to improving student learning, and I don’t want to see us turn back the clock on our kids’ education. Smaller classes have helped my child excel in math and reading, and to deny that opportunity to other students would be a terrible mistake. 

Or: (give a personal example – i.e. my son/daughter excelled in school when he/she was able to take an art class that sparked his/her interest in the history of the Renaissance.) 

At my school, these cuts could mean (EXAMPLES – ASK YOUR PRINCIPAL FOR SPECIFIC ONES IF YOU NEED  HELP)


increasing our already large class sizes by 3 to 5 more students per class.


Doing away with class size reduction in our kindergarten, first grade, etc


Cutting advanced classes in history and math

I’d hate to see programs like this slashed – because when we cut these important learning opportunities, we’re short-changing our kids. 

Voters passed Proposition 98 twenty years ago to ensure a minimum funding guarantee for our schools. Over the years, we’ve reaffirmed our support for this law. It’s time for the politicians to listen to the voters and stop trying to siphon money away from our students. 

I want to urge the Legislature to reject the Governor’s short-sighted budget and invest in California’s future. 

Sincerely,

(Name)       Insert

(Address)    Insert

(City)          Insert

Signature:____________________________                        Dated:__________________
GLENDALE COUNCIL
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  ALL CHILDREN ARE OUR CHILDREN

SAMPLE LETTER #3

To: (State Assemblymember, State Senator or Governor)
While it is clear there are extraordinary challenges in balancing the state’s budget, as your constituent and a member of the PTA, I strongly oppose the governor’s 2008–09 budget proposal and his plans to suspend

the Proposition 98 minimum funding guarantee for education. Our students and schools did not create this budget problem, and their progress shouldn’t be undermined because of it. 
The governor’s budget reductions would be disastrous to public schools and they are fundamentally inconsistent with the state’s goal of improving student achievement.
For my children, these cuts would mean (PERSONALIZE WITH SPECIFIC EXAMPLES OF IMPACT OF CUTS)

Voters passed Proposition 98 twenty years ago to ensure a minimum funding guarantee for our schools. Over the years, we’ve reaffirmed our support for this law. It’s time for the politicians to listen to the voters and stop trying to siphon money away from our students. 

I want to urge the Legislature to reject the Governor’s short-sighted budget and invest in California’s future. 

Sincerely,

(Name)       Insert

(Address)    Insert

(City)          Insert

Signature:____________________________                        Dated:__________________
